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done by such writers as Mandonnet and Grabmann to enable us to
construct a picture of what occurred.
The example of a disputation concerned with a simple topic
and lasting two days will give a picture of the procedure. On the
first day, with the master presiding, his bachelor answered diffi-
culties (obiectiones) raised by other masters, bachelors, and scholars.
On the following day, the master grouped the arguments and
objections proposed on the previous day, and then in the sed contra,
announced his own solution, quoting some authoritative text in
support of it. He then established his own solution by means of a
series of arguments. This was known as the master's determina-
tion (determmatio maglstralis). The final step was to dispose of
each objection in turn. The reader can easily verify this pro-
cedure by reference to the plan on which any "article" in the Summa
Theologica of St Thomas Aquinas is organised.
In addition to the ordinary disputations, special disputations
were held twice a year, usually in Advent and Lent. These were
known as disputationes quodlibetales, since any student was at
liberty to raise whatsoever problem he pleased. Obviously the
problems were unrelated, but in the written report of the disputa-
tions, known as the Quodhbeta, some attempt was made to group
them under their respective headings. Most of the Qnodlibeta of
the famous masters such as Aquinas, Duns Scotus, and William
of Ockham, are still extant.